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� The official language is French, although 
Creole is also spoken. 
 
The island had been in French  
possession since 1635. It serves as a 
French Overseas Department. 
 

Life in the island, as well as most of the 
Caribbean, tends to run at a slower pace.  
 
Its original inhabitants called it  
Karukera, the Island of Beautiful Waters.  

By John J. Fried 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 
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