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| never planned to study abroad;

it just sort of happened. In fact, | never even considered
it during freshmen orientation’s Four-year Planning
lectures. Y et, during the summer of 2007, | found my-
self stuffing my bags and heading off to Europe.

Actually, thetruthis| copied my friend, who traveled
to Scotland the year before on a study abroad program
offered at my college. She raved about her experience,
so, with my free summer after sophomore year in col-
lege, | thought, why not? It turned out to be the most
memorable, inspirational, and truly wonderful experi-
ence |’ ve ever had, and one that’s committed me as a
travel junkie for life.
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While | could endlessly rave about Scotland, the
highlight of my summer was actually my three-and-a-half day
jaunt to Paris, taken shortly after my
program ended. And, since our fea-
ture destination in this month’ sissue
is the one-and-only, what better way
to celebrate The City of Light than
with atribute. (44

| have always
been mildly ob-
sessed with Paris,
or for that matter,
all things French,
S0 as we emerged
fromthe train station, | felt like a
giddy pre-teen getting her first, live
glimpse at her celebrity crush. | anx-
ioudly fiddled with my luggage and
flattened out my hair, hoping gor-
geous Paris would accept the groggy,
boarded-a-train-at-5a.m. me. When
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we emerged, | saw The City, accom-
panied by a halo of clouds and rain,

| soon learned the cliché was
true —its one thingtolearn a
thing in class, a whole other
thing to actually use it in real life.

which prevailed during our entire trip. But | didn’t complain; the
gargoyle statues on top of Notre Dame spat water, like something
from the Disney movie — that’ sa sight you can’t brag about on a
sunny day. During our trip, we hit the big sights; we almost ac-
complished our goal of spending an entire day at the Louvre; and
we ate breakfast every morning from a strip of boulangerie, pétis-
serie, and charcuterie stores down the street
from the hotel. The city was wonderful.
However, the best part about my trip and
the focus of this article was my long-awaited
chance to try out my rusty French skills. |
took four levels of French in high school, but
as someone raised in Texas, | never thought
I’d actually get to use those skills. | quickly brushed up on them
during the summer, but | soon learned the cliché was true —it's
one thing to learn athing in class, a whole other thing to actually
useitinreal life. Asthe only remotely French-speaking traveler in
our group, | was the designated order-food-ask-for-directions gal. |
failed miserably at my first task, which was ordering metro tickets.
And again, at my second task, which was trandlating a menu for
lunch. After all, I only learned the words for “beef and soup,” not
“roasted veal cutlets with a side of tangy cranberry sauce.” We
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Adapted from the usembassy.gov
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Excerpted from Carol Pucci
Seattle Times
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Source: www.frenchselections.com
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