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ALUMNI CONTACT LIST

Name Program Type Email

Barbara & Donald Stangler Biarritz Parent harlandbar@aol.com

Becca Hensley Biarritz Parent cwill98562@aol.com

Tracey Terry Biarritz Parent titerry@charter.net

Gerry Gravel Biarritz Parent gjgl21@shaw.ca

Rob Gordon Biarritz Student odomeishome@gmail.com
Gwen Carris Biarritz Student skippy9833@aol.com

Kristin Gravel Biarritz Student puppylover_772@hotmail.com
Jessica Gravel Biarritz Student wwuc7733@hotmail.com

Lizzy Williams Biarritz Student lizzythestarwilliams@hotmail.com
Izabel Puente Biarritz / Queretaro | Student zubietai@aol.com

Becky & Andy Weary Cadiz Parent BRWeary@aol.com

Mark & Linda Tomblin Cadiz Parent Itomblin001@houston.rr.com
Anderson & Ann Cobb Cadiz Parent andycobbok@aol.com

Amy Gretsch Cadiz Parent gretsch@cox.net

John & Sherri Swanson Cadiz Parent swansontx@sbcglobal.net

Amy & Kevin Keane Cadiz Parent oliparkhay@aol.com

Liv Cvitanic Cadiz Student livi980@aol.com

Alexis Brannon Cadiz /Queretaro Student Brannon6@gmail.com

Jennifer & Bob Jarman Costa Rica Parent jen.nelson@sbcglobal.net
Sylvia Gordon Costa Rica Parent sgordon@gordonmarketing.com
Meredith & Paul Domino Costa Rica Parent meredithdomino@hotmail.com
Kelsey Johnson-Sapp Costa Rica Student tennischik93@aol.com

Elliot Sharples-Gordon Costa Rica Student sgordon@gordonmarketing.com
Nicole Gilmore Costa Rica Student nmg@alamedanet.net

Gina lvy Queretaro Parent ginaivy2305@yahoo.com

Guy Goodwin Queretaro Parent Guy.goodwin@goodwintx.com
Dennis Barr Queretaro Parent dennisbarr@cox.net

Tish Harr Queretaro Parent harr@gci.net

Allie Tona Queretaro Parent alliemachree@hotmail.com
Alex Cooper Queretaro Student ancooper@austin.rr.com
Spencer lvy Queretaro Student hangloose9316@yahoo.com
Austin Rogers Queretaro Student austin.rogers@verizon.net
Jason Bergeron Queretaro Student Bergj156@its.nicholls.edu
Amanda Chester Queretaro Student achest2@Isu.edu
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Deborah & Dale Brannon Queretaro/Cadiz Parent brannon6@gmail.com
Madeleine Pearce San Sebastian Parent hpearce5626@charter.net
Christy & Kyle Fagin San Sebastian Parent cwfagin@mac.com

Kimberly and Eric George San Sebastian Parent egeorge951@aol.com

Betty Wangler San Sebastian Parent bmwangler@sbcglobal.net
Barbara & Mark Beasley San Sebastian Parent bbeasley2@mac.com
Claudia Bartlett San Sebastian Parent cbartlet@amgen.com

Marivel & John Graham San Sebastian Parent mggardendesigns@yahoo.com
Ann Gravseth San Sebastian Parent agravseth@sbcglobal.net
Rocky & Patty Crabb San Sebastian Parent roger.crabb@solidcounsel.com
Julie & Robert Luettgen San Sebastian Parent luettgen40@aol.com

Chloe George San Sebastian Student EGeorge951@aol.com

Julia Pearce San Sebastian Student julianoterwin@gmail.com
Kate Michaels San Sebastian Student katewm@sbcglobal.net
Connor Fagin San Sebastian Student cwfagin@mac.com

Julia Lee San Sebastian Student jhleel6e@gmail.com

Kristin Wangler San Sebastian Student kwangler@gmail.com

Cara Beasley San Sebastian Student carabeastly@yahoo.com
Alexandra Green San Sebastian Student curlygrl29033@yahoo.com
Caroline Parrish San Sebastian Student ceylimepie@hotmail.com
Hillary Wallace San Sebastian Student HWallace@mail.hockaday.org
Rob Claxton San Sebastian Student robrrc@yahoo.com

Ann Tabb San Sebastian Student antabb@davidson.edu

Nicole Oulette San Sebastian Student nicole592@san.rr.com

Nicole Ouellette San Sebastian Student nicole592@san.rr.com

Lee & Paul Michaels San Sebastian Parent Imichaels@sbcglobal.net
Bryan Crabb San Sebastian Student bryanchp@hotmail.com

Rob Claxton San Sebastian Student claxtonrl3@mail.wlu.edu
Patty Saragusa Santander Parent pattysaragusa@sbcglobal.net
Kathy Uitvlugt Santander Parent kgu812@earthlink.net

Luisa Carnathan Santander Parent llcarnathan@comcast.net
Sarah Harty Santander Parent sarah.harty@cfisd.net
Lynette & Wilmer Francois Santander Parent lynettefrancois@hotmail.com
Julie Retersdorf Santander Parent julieretersdorf@austin.rr.com
William Ross Santander Parent will@fittsolution.com

Mary Hager Santander Parent mh@thackerypartners.com
Rob & Cece Newton Santander Parent newtron@houston.rr.com,

cece@houston.rr.com
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Janet Burgess Santander Parent jaburgess@austin.rr.com
Mary Sue & Mark Cullins Santander Parent mscullins@yahoo.com
Meredith & Gary Landry Santander Parent tejas42@aol.com

Terri Carman Santander Parent tcarman@macmgmt.com
Mary Katherine Alonso Santander Parent mkalonso@reversegravity.com
Mary Hager Santander Parent mh@thackeraypartners.com
Brenda Serafino Santander Parent brendaserafino@aol.com
Maddie Saragusa Santander Student maddie@saragusa.com
Sydney Dwoskin Santander Student sydwoskin@yahoo.com

Nora Sanzo Santander Student nora_sanzo@msn.com

Chloe Teeter Santander Student cteeter@MAIL.HOCKADAY.ORG
Brian Cohen Santander Student tarheels92190@yahoo.com
Mariah Ross Santander Student ikilledjackbower@yahoo.com
Aaron Retersdorf Santander Student aaron.retersdorf@trinity.edu
Tessa Lopez Santander Student TLaLopez@hotmail.com

Juan Carlos Alonso Santander Student woncallos@mac.com
Stephanie Abt Santander Student stephanieabt@comcast.net
Peggy & Alan Berryhill Santander/Siena Parent theberryhills@austin.rr.com
Denise Montell Siena Parent dmontell@jhmi.edu

DeEtte & Paul Peters Siena Parent deettepeters372@msn.com
Deborah & Robert Shuey Siena Parent debshuey@aol.com

Christina Tarr & Kevin Donahue | Siena Parent christina.tarr@gmail.com
Amanda Montell Siena Student ammontell@comcast.net
Caroline Goldsmith Siena Student Caroline.goldsmith@mac.com
Taelor Peters Siena Student Tep223@nyu.edu

Truett Ogden Siena Student truett@carrollco.com

Austin Shires Siena Student austin.shires@mail.utexas.edu
Jordan Brantley Siena Student jordanbrantley@mac.com
James Skidmore Siena Student hpskid@sbcglobal.net

Taelor Peters Siena Student taepete813@aol.com

Maddy Donahue Siena Student maddy.donahue@gmail.com
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Parents Ask...“Should they stay or should they go?”
What parents say about the SPI Experience...

Dear SPI,

I've been meaning to write you for months to tell you what a wonderful time Andy had on his trip to Spain. He just
got a 99 his first 6 weeks in AP Spanish 4! We hear him laughing watching TV upstairs and go in to find him
watching Spanish Soap Operas!

| can't rave enough about how well organized your company is. We were prepared for everything, and when we had
a question, you always had the answer.

My friend's daughter went on a People-to-People tour of London, Paris and Rome at the same time as the Tarragona
trip, so | was able to compare some things. People-to-People didn't prepare their kids with proper information about
what clothes to take, how much things would cost, etc. They let the drop off at the airport turn into a giant crying

fest for parents and students. | really liked how you kept it very light hearted—we felt very comfortable sending him.

My friend's daughter called home and complained every single day...about the food, the bus, the places they didn't
get to see because the bus driver got lost...everything. And they were not prepared for complaints like we were with
the orientation information for parents you gave us (not that Andy complained about anything!) We heard from
Andy just enough to be comfortable that he was okay, but not so much that we were a distraction.

My husband & | both feel this was the best experience that he has ever had and your company is responsible for
how smoothly it all went!

- Spain Parent
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Another Parent Letter to SPI...

Dear SPI,
My daughter has benefited from your program in so many ways. Just a few that come to mind are:

Traveling: negotiating the airports, transit systems, money exchange. Also, making new friends from all over the
world, learning tolerance and acceptance.

Independence: making your own decisions and being totally responsible for the outcome.
Culture: seeing a different way of life, different foods, customs and lifestyles.

Preparation for College: spending five weeks away from home really helped mom and dad acclimate to the idea
of our little girl not living at home...and visa versa for her!

Maturing: it catapulted her into the next phase of maturity.
| think that going back a second time gave her an extra comfort level to really immerse herself into the language.
This has truly been an enriching & life-changing experience for my daughter and | would HIGHLY recommend it

for all high school students.

Mexico Parent
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The Best Summer of My Life...

By John Foster
San Sebastian Participant

Spanish was never a priority for me - a grade on my report card and nothing more. The
hour and a half of Spanish class each day was no match for the 22 and a half hours of
English | spoke and the language failed to grab my attention. | ended Spanish 2 with not
too much more knowledge than | entered with and my foreign language requirements
were done. Never did the need for Spanish or the benefits of speaking it cross my mind.

So imagine my surprise when my mother asked me if I'd like to study this summer in
Spain. “l never gave Spanish a second look,” | thought, “And now | get to go to Spain”. But traveling to Spain was
my second look - it was my “restart button” on Spanish. Needless to say, it was a big opportunity.

Before | left, | thought more about Spanish and what it means to be bilingual. | live just 250 miles from the
Mexican Border, but that doesn’t mean I’'m hundreds of miles from Hispanic culture and people. You can’t go the
rest of your life and not be able to communicate with the fastest growing group of people in the United States.
After that thought | looked at it differently: Spanish is a necessity, not a luxury. That’s when | got excited about
the trip.

When | arrived in Madrid | was very apprehensive. This trip was a lot of firsts for me: first time in Europe, first
time to spend a month away from home, first time to have a roommate, etc. But | was very excited and | was
ready for whatever challenges | might face. We started the trip by visiting many of Spain’s national treasures. We
saw the works of Goya and El Greco in the National Prado Museum, took pictures in front of the Royal Palace and
rested in the Plaza de Espana. By then my apprehension had worn off and | knew that | was going to have the
best month of my life! Everybody in the SPI group was awesome and in no time we all felt one big Spanish
learnin’ family.

The good times continued by the time we arrived in San Sebastian. | had researched the city before hand but was
still surprised at how neat it was. This was a place that was completely different from the suburbs | call home. |
was amazed at how compact and urban this town was and how | could
be anywhere in a matter of minutes. It didn’t take me long to fall in
love with Spain.

When Spanish is more than an hour and a half class, when it is your
life, you pick up on it at lighting pace. What | learned in that month in
Spain dwarfs what two years in class at school in Texas did. | think my
best learning occurred outside the classroom as well. If | wanted to
order food or get somewhere | had to talk Spanish! | definitely became
more confident in my Spanish and in myself.

When the month long adventure was over, | reluctantly boarded the plane with a heavy heart but with high
spirits of my future. Although | have much more to go, | have come a long way and | am committed to master
Spanish throughout college. After the long plane ride, | remember riding home from the airport. When we passed
the grocery store that | worked at last year as an after school job, my mom asked me if | would have rather
worked this summer or have gone to Spain. The answer was obvious. “Thank you mom” | said

Learn Another Language...Know Another World...www.spiAbroad.com



° STUDY

S I PROGRAMS
INTERNATIONAL

11149 Research Blvd. Suite 100, Austin, TX 78759 toll free 866-502-7505 phone 512-502-7505 fax 512-532-0803

My Home Away from Home...Espana!

By Kristin Wangler
2005-2006 Spain Participant

Returning to Spain for the second summer in a row opened opportunities | hadn’t predicted. Due to my
experience the summer before, | returned with SPI as a study ambassador intern for five weeks. | spent two
weeks with the first program in Tarragona, on the Mediterranean coast of Spain, and three weeks with the
second program in San Sebastian (my second summer in San Sebastian!)

This second time around | saw Spain in a whole new light. During my first trip, | learned a lot about Spanish
culture and how the people lived. The whole experience also forced me out of my shell and | became more
independent and confident. | entered my second trip with less fears and more excitement. Going back a second
time helped me immerse myself completely into the culture - | really was embodying the daily lifestyle.

| enjoyed everything more the second time — the food, the people, the shopping! San Sebastian really began to
feel like my second home. | would run until the sun set every other day after dinner with my homestay family,

then go on paseos, walks, in the evening with my roommate and Spanish friends.

Studying Abroad changed my life completely — | love Spain and In the future, | plan to have an international
business.
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The Journey is Sometimes More
Important than the Destination...

By Kim Fox
Former Las Lomas HS Student - Walnut Creek, CA

Ever since | can remember | have been a die hard academic student. | was always pushed by my parents
to do my best at every subject. | started taking Spanish my freshman year simply to fulfill a graduation
requirement but had no idea it would become so important to me. | ended up taking two classes of Spanish
during both my junior and senior year, six classes in total over my four years of high school. Let me tell you,
that’s a lot. | always considered myself such a shy person, and | wanted to be able to speak perfectly before
leaving on my trip. | was so scared of making an error. | didn’t even want to sound foreign. | learned later that
your ability to speak a language has little to do with your ability to communicate.

Of course, language itself fascinates me, and my main goal upon leaving the United States was to try to
become as fluent as possible. | had no idea how many more of life’s lessons | would learn through my
experiences. | had no idea what a blessing | was receiving by taking my first steps on to foreign ground. | learned
more about myself in those few weeks than | had in my entire life.

| lived with a wonderful woman named Elisa. In every way | now consider her my sister. She taught me
to be free and explore life for what it is. Communication was rarely a problem with her, she was so patient, and
kind. Her favorite English word was “anyway” meaning if we weren’t able to understand each other’s words, it
made no difference, we just laughed it over and talked about something else. | think she saw a lot of herself in
me. We both cried when | left. I’'m not even sure how it all happened that we all became so close on that trip —
me and my home stay family Elisa, our whole SPI group. Sometimes you meet the most wonderful and
inspirational people when you reach out as far as you possibly can.

I’'m in college now, and truly loving every moment of it. My parents gave me a wonderful gift when they
sent me to Spain. They had no idea that they had given me confidence that has carried over in to my life now. |
sometimes just don’t even know how to express my thanks to them. I’'m not sure what | want to do for the rest
of my life, but I’'m sure that being able to speak Spanish (and I’'m also now starting to take Italian) will certainly be
a big a part.

The one thing | learned most from my trip to Spain is that the journey is more important than the actions.
Going to Spain was not just about learning about Europe, about its history, its cultures, its language. It was about
learning about how to connect with yourself, your surroundings, and the people around you—an invaluable
experience.

| can’t think of any one experience that prepared me for the rest of my life like Spain did. It was simply
indescribable. Nothing has ever made me believe more in myself, or given me so much value out of my time. |
left on that trip simply to learn a language, and with out even knowing it at first, came back more prepared than
ever for the rest of my life.
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